Governance Update . continued

* Promate and facilizte public safety and
health, mobility, tmffic cinculation, and
mass irnsporntion in he arca;

* Preserve ond promiote scenic and
neshetie beauty in the anca;

* Promodc and sdvance employmeni
and business relocation ard rebention
in the area;

* Reduce uncrpboyment anmd
underemployment in the area; amd,

* Protect and secure the general welfare
of the area and its ciizens.

Legislative Amendments

The 1990 marmtarnam on the City of
Houston s annexation of the extrmterritonial
junsdiction (ET1) bocated inside the
unipetrparted arca of The Woodlands
will E:q'lim i 24, In ]'u'qmmiqn, fhe
community ks contimeed to explore future
povernance altermatives, In Eh wake of the
kztare Decermber 2006 arnouncement of §
proposed regional participation ngreement
between the City of Houston and The
Woodlands and the I'.."iL:," of Conroe, The
Woodlamds Tewrship has emerged as
the povernmenial body to facilitse the
transition 1o local self-povernancs,

Governance Transition

The Woodlands Township has sines
entered indo a Transition Ageeeenent with
the Commiunity Associstions bo provide for
the seamless consolidation of services imo
A single governing body for the benefit of
the commanity.

B Jure 2000

The Transition Agreement intends
1o preside for a cooperative community
effort to transatson from a property owners
easessment 1o fund community services to a
meckel that utilizes am ad valorem tax, sales
tax and hoted occupancy tax 1o fund swch
services, 18 is anticipated that the use of
sales tax will result in g redwced overall tax
burden for property owners.

Mext Steps
In thi short term, The Wooedlands
Teanship wall develop and opprove
15 budget this summer, expocting o
st the new tax rate in August 2009, A
schedule of the public meetings can be
Toind o i Tqm‘rmh:ip's Wieh site ot
wrwibewisodlandstownshp-txgov,
Following the setting of the mte, inx
bills will B semt out through the office of
Montgomery Courty Tax Assessar | B,
Muoore in the fall. Communily Associxiion
assessrnents will mot be charged o billed.
The legislation that will confirm tha
transatson of services froem ihe Comamunity
Associations 1o the Township was presenied
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at fhe Texas State Legislature in four bills
this spring (Texas Howse Bill 4782, Texas
House Ball 2515, Texas Howse Bill 2726
and Texas Senate Bill 1]}53} As nfpm\s
tievaz, full a|!ll|'r|m'a| bl ot 1aken plu.l.'.:.. lwuk
rrare information can be foumd 2 Texns
Legsiature Online, wwwlegis state.tx,us

In the longer term, providing the
passage of the kegislation, transition of
sealf ard services from the {.:I,'IT!'||'I'|I,.I|1!'|':'
AssaciEions 10 The Woodands T;:m.ﬂahip
wll eake pfaﬂ‘:t an January 1, 2010, The
Presadent and Board of [arectors of the
Township are working 1o find a central
bocation to howse the crmpliyess of the
combined coganization, as well as for boan
FIbeE N 5.

Please watch for additional information
about these historie times in each issue of
The Woodlands Commuarity Magazine
through the Governance Update articles.

Edirar & note: Informarion in this
avticle was provided by The Hbodlends
Divelopment Company, The Hbodlands
Townahip and the Commnily Assoclafions
af Thie Hisodlinids,



